Dear 

RE: Protecting Farm Animal Biodiversity in 2010

2010 has been proclaimed as the United Nations International Year of Biodiversity in order to promote awareness of the importance of biodiversity, and to address threats to biodiversity.

I am concerned about farm animal biodiversity and ask you to help protect heritage breeds from extinction by providing tools and resources to support the farms that raise them.

Fewer and fewer breeds of livestock are being raised for food and these are bred to express a narrow range of genetic traits. The result is uniformly sized animals that grow quickly in large scale production units and that can be processed with mechanized equipment in high-speed meatpacking plants. The narrow gene pool makes these industrial breed vulnerable to widespread and devasting plagues.

Heritage breeds have been raised for hundreds of years, and are adapted to a range of outdoor conditions. They tend to be hardy, healthy, multipurpose animals, with behavioural characteristics that make for ease of handling. Their meat, milk and eggs have culinary and nutritional qualities that lend themselves to a variety of regional cuisines. Organic farmers often choose heritage breeds, as they are well-suited to organic production methods. The biodiversity of heritage breeds of farm animals is valuable in and of itself, and also for the gene pool that these animals contain in their very cells. 

While more meat is produced now than ever before, we also have the smallest number of farmers raising livestock in Canada's history. Only a few farmers continue to raise heritage breeds of cattle, swine, lamb and poultry. The higher costs, and the smaller numbers of animals raised means they must sell into specialty markets, and even at that, they are often struggling to make ends meet.

I am asking you to help protect and promote heritage breeds of livestock by 

· encouraging diversified mixed farming through properly designed and targeted agriculture support programs.

· changing regulations to would ensure the survival of small local abattoirs that can process small batches in towns and cities all across Canada

· implementing local procurement policies that favour meat from heritage breeds for public institutions in your jurisdiction.

Please reply and let me know what you plan to do to ensure farm animal biodiversity is maintained for health and food safety purposes, and that heritage breeds such as the Lincoln Red and Belted Galloway cattle, Brown Leghorn and Chantecler chickens, Large Black and Tamworth pigs, or Narragansett and Royal Palm turkey, will survive in Canada?

Sincerely, 

