Call for Support for Ontario Organic Turkey

The Organic Council of Ontario (OCO) is asking for your support for the production of organic turkey in Ontario.

Background:  

The Turkey Farmers of Ontario (TFO) has imposed a rule which requires that “all turkeys must at all times be housed under a solid roof”.  The Canadian Organic Standard requires turkeys to have access to outdoors to be certified organic.  This means farmers holding turkey quota in Ontario cannot produce turkey that meets the Canadian Organic Standard, which is in line with international organic standards.  Note: this rule only applies to turkey producers who hold quota, not to backyard flocks of under 50 birds or to other poultry farmers.

OCO has tried unsuccessfully to work within the regulatory framework to challenge the TFO rule, including direct appeals to the TFO Board, the OMAFRA Appeal Tribunal and the Farm Products Marketing Commission.  We have asked the Minister of Agriculture, Hon. Leona Dombrowsky to intervene and instruct TFO to change the rule to require that “all feed and water must be kept under a solid roof”.

We are now asking you to help us in our public campaign to bring about a change in the above TFO rule, so that Ontario consumers are able to purchase and eat Ontario organic turkey.

What Can You Do?

As an organization:

1.  Write a letter to the Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs, Leona Dombrowsky, expressing your support OCO’s position and the need to be able to raise organic turkey in Ontario for Ontario consumers.

2.  Let OCO know you support our position and our campaign.  Provide OCO with a contact from your organization, so that we can keep you up-to-date on future developments with the campaign.  Let us know if your organization is interested in helping plan future campaign activities.

3.  Publicly support OCO’s position through your own press releases, media contacts and other avenues.

4.  Disseminate a call for support for Ontario organic turkey, and future information to your own networks of members, businesses, supporters and media contacts.  We will supply you with a call for support that you can disseminate.

5.  Post information on the campaign on your website, in your newsletters, at meetings or through your other communication vehicles.  

Future Activities:

We expect this will be a long term campaign.  

Some possible future activities:

 (1)  a one-day conference or public meeting to deliver the message in more detail with information from experts who support our position, our allies, and activists who have previous experience with fighting inappropriate regulation, e.g. the now rescinded Quebec ban on outdoor access for all poultry.

(2) ‘Fun’ media events like handing out Ontario organic turkey sandwiches with no turkey at Queen’s Park or delivering a U.S. organic turkey to the office of TFO.

For more information contact:

Organic Council of Ontario, info@organiccouncil.ca, 519-827-1221

Ted Zettel, OCO Board Member and OCO rep to the Organic Standards Technical Committee and the Organic Federation of Canada, jervicfarms@bmts.com, 519-881-8773

Ted Soudant, OCO Chair, fieldgateorg@hay.net, 519-236-7717

Ann Slater, OCO Board Member and Association Sector Rep, aslater@quadro.net, 519-349-2448

